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For Partner Agency Micro-Enterprise Programs:

1. Christians must act to help meet the needs of an impoverished world.  God is not pleased with persons who exploit or ignore poor people. (James 2:15-16, Proverbs 6:9)

2. The Bible encourages saving to meet needs but it does not prohibit borrowing if one repays the debt.  Micro-enterprise program trainers should stress the importance of savings.  (Proverbs 6:9, 27:12)

3. It is dishonest to ask for credit if a person does not intend to pay.  Loan officers and trainers help potential loan recipients understand this precept.  (Proverbs 10:9, Ecclesiastes 5:4-5)

4. The Bible warns against co-signing loans for strangers.  It is wise to know a person well before becoming his guarantor.  While the program is not the guarantee for the loans, loan officers work diligently to assess the character and qualifications of loan recipients.  (Proverbs 17:18, 6:1-3)

5. God is displeased with those who charge exorbitant interest rates.  ENTERPRISE Development International is careful to work within the framework of existing interest rates in country.  (Proverbs 28:8)

For Micro-Enterprise Program Loan Recipients:

1. God loves you, cares about you, and wants to bless you.

A. God sent Jesus Christ to live on earth so that He could invite you to be a part of God’s family.  (John 3:16-17)

B. God wants to bless His children.  (II Chronicles 16:9)

2. God wants you to bless other people.

A. Your business can provide food and other needs for your family.  (Matthew 7:9)

B. Your suppliers, employees and customers can be blessed through your business too.  (Matthew 7:12)

3. God wants you to operate by Biblical principles.

A. God showed us how to work when He created the world, and He wants us to work too.  (II Thessalonians 3:8, 10)

B. God expects you to repay debts.  (Psalms 37:21)

4. God wants you to use the money you earn wisely.

A. God wants us to enjoy life so He warns us about greediness (I Timothy 6:5b-7, 10)

B. Because God owns everything in the world, He owns your business and He wants you to honor Him by giving money to your church.  (II Corinthians 9:7, Proverbs 3:9)

C. God’s plan for financial happiness includes saving money.  (Proverbs 21:5, 21:30)
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TYPE OF RESOURCE.

Brief paper summarizing key biblical principles for microenterprise development.

OBJECTIVE OF THE RESOURCE

To help both staff of an MFI and clients understand the theological and biblical basis for microenterprise development.

INTENDED AUDIENCE

Section one is intended for microenterprise staff; section two is intended for clients.

TRANSFORMATIONAL AREAS TARGETED

Spiritual understanding for economic and social transformation.

CONTENT SUMMARY

The paper summarizes the biblical mandate for addressing poverty, encapsulates God's heart for blessing the poor, and highlights key principles and guidelines for stewardship, borrowing, and lending.

CONTEXT INFORMATION

Scriptural principles are basic and relevant to any context.

USE OF TOOL

This document has been shared with potential and actual partner organizations to help them understand the biblical framework for microenterprise development work. It could be helpful for organizations to use in framing their core values, mission statement, policies, etc. These principles could also be presented and discussed at client credit meetings or used as topics for devotions.

COSTS

This resource is free of charge and available on the enclosed CD. A printed copy is also available in this appendix. If used, please acknowledge the source.

         The costs to implement would really depend on how the organization uses the tool. Perhaps if staff took a day retreat to reflect on biblical principles and develop core values or mission statement, this time factor would be high. To merely present the principles at a credit meeting would not necessarily take a lot of time.
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